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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 DIMPTD 

TAGS: EAID UNDP SWEL EALR PORG EAGR US LA 
SUBJECT: LPDR REQUESTS UN SECRETARY GENERAL TO SPONSOR 
WORLD WIDE FOOD AID APPEAL 

REF: A 77 VIENTIANE 1690, B VIENTIANE 0020, C VIENTIANE 0017 

1 . UNDP RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE TOLD AN EMBOFF JANUARY 
7 THAT LAO DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NOUPHAN 
SITHPASAY HAD ASKED HIM JANUARY 7 TO PASS A REQUEST TO 
UN SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM ASKING WALDHEIM TO SPONSOR 
A WORLD WIDE APPEAL FOR EMERGENCY FOOD AID TO THE LPDR. 

THE RESREP CABLED THE LAO REQUEST TO WALDHEIM JANUARY 7 
WIITH HIS FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATKON. THE RES REP SAID HE 
BELIEVED THAT WALDHEIM WOULD AGREE TO SPONSOR THE 
APPEAL. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 00030 091024Z 


2. THE RESREP SAID THAT THE LPDR REQUSTED THE APPEAL 
BE MADE FOR FOOD AID IN GENERAL BUT ASKED THAT 
PROSPECTIVE DONORS PARTICULARLY RESPOND TO THE OUT- 
STANDING LAO NEED FOR OVER 60,000 TONS OF RICE. THE 
DECEMBER LPDR/UNDP DROUGHT ASSISTANCE REPORT STATED 
THAT 18,826 TONS OF THE 1 12,974 TONS THAT MUST BE 
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IMPORTED TO MEET LAO FOOD NEEDS FOR 1978 COULD BE PRO- 
VIDED IN WHEAT (OR OTHER FOODSTUFFS). THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, SWEDEN, AND THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM 
HAVE ALREADY ANNOUNCED FOOD AID THAT NEARLY MEETS THIS 
SUGGESTED QUOTA OF NON-RICE COMMODITIES (REF A). IN ADDITION, 
VARIOUS DONORS HAVE PLEDGED ABOUT 30,000 TONS OF RICE. 

3. THE LAO ALSO SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S EMERGENCY AID APPEAL REQUEST AID IN 
THE FORM OF IRRIGATION PUMPS SO THAT THE LAO COULD HAR- 
VEST A DRY SEASON CROP TO ALLEVIATE ITS CHRONIC RICE 
DEFICIT. 

4. THE RESREP SAID THAT NOUPHAN HAD TOLD HIM THAT OF 
THE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES HE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ON 
JANUARY 4 ( REF B ) TO REQUEST FOOD AID, ONLY THE SOVIETS, 

THE PRC, AND THE SRV HAD TENTATIVELY PROMISED TO GIVE 
AID. 

ROBERTS 
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